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What is the 
European Health Data Space?

Understanding the EHDS in practice.
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Scope
Key elements

01

What is the EHDS

Its purpose, and the EU regulation 
behind it.

02

Goal 1: Patient access 
and control

Your rights over your own health 
data, through MyHealth@EU.

03

Goal 2: Secure re-use for 
the public good

Authorised re-use of health data, 
through HealthData@EU.



P A R T  O N E

What is the EHDS?
An EU regulation for secure, seamless and connected 
health data exchange across Europe.
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Healthcare doesn’t stop 
at the border
More people travel, work and study abroad, 
and may need healthcare services away from 
home, from routine care to urgent treatment.

Travel Work Study

EU REGULATION Adopted March 2025

Making health data exchange 
across Europe secure, seamless 
and connected.



The EHDS has two main goals

1
G O A L  1

Patient access 
and control
Ensuring citizens’ rights over their own 
electronic health data, including when 
they need healthcare abroad.

MyHealth@EU

2
G O A L  2

Secure re-use 
for the public good
Re-using health data safely, only for 
approved purposes, such as scientific 
research or policymaking.

HealthData@EU
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Patient access 
and control
Citizens’ rights over their own electronic health data, 
through MyHealth@EU.
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Healthcare abroad, 
with your agreement

A medical team that doesnʼt know you 
yet can access your essential health 
information, with your agreement.

Emergency Outside usual care

MyHealth@EU is the EU service for secure 
cross-border exchange of health data.

Your electronic health data
Who can access it

Doctor A · request from abroad ✓

Doctor B · request from abroad ✕

Doctor C

↓

ONLY APPROVED REQUESTS PROCEED

Essential health information shared, so you can 
receive treatment quickly and safely.
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Secure re-use 
for the public good
Secondary use, through HealthData@EU.
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STARTS AS

Electronic 
health data
Created for health, 
healthcare and care

→

PREPARED FOR REUSE
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De-identified dataset
Identifying details are removed or 
hidden.

Pseudonymised Anonymised

←

ANALYSED BY

Authorised 
researchers
Across borders, only for 
approved purposes.

HEALTHDATA@EU The EU cross-border infrastructure for authorised secondary use.

What secondary use means
Re-using electronic health data safely, in a protected way, and only for the public good.



Strict safeguards make secondary use secure
In Luxembourg, applications are assessed by the Government Commission for Data Sovereignty (CGSD), 
which is the Luxembourg Health Data Access Body.

01

Projects assessed 
by the CGSD

Authorisation only if 
all requirements for 
re-use are met.

02

Data pseudonymised
or anonymised

Direct identifiers are 
masked before use 
and strict safeguards 
are applied.

03

Analysis in 
Secure Processing 
Environment
Re-users work only inside 
the SPE. 
The data never leaves.

04

Only anonymous 
results can be 
exported
Non-anonymous outputs 
are blocked.

SUPERVIS ION All under the CGSD’s supervision.



No single 
European database

1 Each country keeps its records
Securely, within its own borders.

2 Secure, authorised exchange
Data crosses borders only when needed.



Two goals, one ecosystem
Together, they build a more connected, efficient and trustworthy European health-data ecosystem.

GOAL 1  ·  MYHEA LTH@EU

Better healthcare 
for individuals
For patients and health professionals.

EHDS
Connected, 
efficient, 

trustworthy

GOAL 2  ·  HEALTHDATA@EU

Research, innovation 
and policymaking
Better knowledge, better choices.

Better treatment Earlier detection Prevention BUILT ON Clear rules · Secure access



Questions?
Related training on the EHDS:

What secondary use makes possible What is the HDAB?

Discovering datasets What is an SPE?

Health data holder obligations

This presentation is provided for information
purposes only and is not intended to be
exhaustive. It does not necessarily reflect the
position of the CGSD and should not be
construed as constituting an official position
of the CGSD. The information and views
expressed in this presentation are without
prejudice to any future position, decision or
action of the CGSD and do not create any
commitment or obligation on its part.

Co-funded by the European Union. Views and
opinions expressed are, however, those of the
authors only and do not necessarily reflect
those of the European Union or HaDEA.
Neither the European Union nor the granting
authority can be held responsible for them.


